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to be king.' In his terror and rage Astyages took ven-
geance on Harpagos*by inviting him to a banquet at
which the luckless man feasted on the body of his own
son. Hi? fears were quieted on learning from the sooth-
sayers that the election of Cyrus as king by the village
children had adequately fulfilled the prophecy : but Har-
pagos had resolved that there should be a second and
more serious fulfilment, and he therefore drove Cyrus
into the rebellion which ended in the dethronement of
the despot. To achieve this end Cyrus convoked the
Persian tribes, whom the story manifestly regards as
the inhabitants of a small canton, and held forth to
them the boon of freedom, in other words, of immunity
from taxation, if they would break the Median yoke
from off their necks. The contrast of a costly banquet
to which they were bidden after a day spent in severe
toil so impressed them that they at once threw in their
lot with Cyrus and presently changed their state of
oppression for the pleasanter power of oppressing
others.

The same idea of a scanty territory inhabited by a few
disorderly clans marks the institutional legend of the
Median empire which Cyrus was to overthrow. The Median
The founder of this empire, Deiokes, aiming emPire-
from the first, it is said, at despotism, set himself to ad-
minister justice amongst the lawless men by whom he
was surrounded, and having at length won a high name
for wisdom and impartiality withdrew himself from them
on the plea that he was unable to bear without recom-
pense the continued tax on his time. The seven Median
tribes, meeting in council, asked him therefore to become
their king; and Deiokes, having made them build him a
palace with seven concentric walls, took up his abode in
the centre and became henceforth a cruel and avaricious
tyrant. So came into existence the Median city of Agba-